Ms] 


THE 


THOVGHTS 
DISCOVERED: 
FITEH | 


THEIR DANGER 
AND CVRE. 


Þ 
'Y 


BY * 
 Txo: Goopvvin, B.D. 


Lonnie 
Printed by .M. F. tor R. Dawlman, and L. Fawne, 
at the figne of the brazen _ nit in 

Panls Cnnh goes 16 3 


—_ 


VANITY 


: 


—_ e—_— 


| (1), $4, (i) P 


The Contents of i Ve Bugke:) 


" & { {1 


x Hearr compared 19/2 Haſs on Wh 


Ct: F. 
10 Thel anuſt bewaſhr, nor fwepronely,\. .4- 
- /Wee muſt net lye downe with EN: , 
The vanity bf our:7bou MET f- 16:31 2idh 
'Whazis meant by-7hawphry. - $112 51 para 36 E. 
Their Frame, or how nhbc T4 
:'Whenorrs, qo voyage 
How eviil Thoughts cn ephmnew ang: 
le& of our Thoughts. wslq? 
wars what ; adbowifiort taken. EA ) 
1+ 1, For wwpro ol rotr; yo — [cv 2gaiils 991 Ubi 
: 2, For {i hmeſſe, 4 nil nts) ibid, 
- 3. Lor'\ KR 200 HEAR ©2 VGTTS1'H YEW 2 #ba. 
4 For inconflency I . Io 
5. For wickedweſſe and /infulneſſe. | ibid. 
"Thoughts are jms. - Ee Torr rl "ibid, 
x The law judgeth them ſo. . _46id. 
1+ + A, They ars capable ofparden;” ' this. 
.+.Reaſons 3. The are to pee Pw razr 2d 0 4 V; 
. {x it. Tr W ou 7 A 


4+- The | 
5 *.They are aNboataodls La cHSH7v" 
6, They hinder all 200d. yl vs 2 210! £ hoy [ a8; 


> 7 7. They are the D285 
A Heart ſanQfied »Will(our of all objeQts chat are put into the 
T houg hts ) dift1ll holy and i x agar meditations. 13 
The vanitie and ſinfulneſſe of the mind appeares in an unwil- 
liqgneffe to entertaine holy meditations. I5 
. What a hardneſſe there is to holy meditations, p p 


How little while we areintertin them. 

Not /fedfaſt, bur like one [poking on a Star thorow an Op- 
tique glafſe, held with a pa/ſie hand, ibid. 

We muſt watch, and that chiefly in Prager. 18 

The ay of mind in good things, is, To thinke of them __ 


ſeaſonably 


A3 > | The 


The Contents. : : 


og gt IR 


The ie difference w C briſts _ 4 Adams 62%; pw our "Thos hrs. we 20 


Of the po ge vanity ofpur 4g nc Boker it dif. 
coverethit.iclte. | - 2 $2 488 tbed. 

r. " Ioits Po oliſhu y 21 

| 2, Inars 1, hs ency: Sogn - 22 

s And this };,lnits C rey | 24 
- isſrencing/4 Io its taking thanghtre FO the laſts of the 

5.thungs, fleſh. 28 


s:'In leorupreſouing, and — over ſins i in our 


Ao heughtss ow. 16 JAG NY 3% 


entation of Qur ; fing 16 our th 
r, It maketh the heart of man-varye and anpey gn 

3. chings. 2, It maketh our deſires impatient) *©* © Wi 

x . It maketh them fofulland corrupt. (7 33 

\ The ſeeming comforts which men have in in lors enjoy- 


This repr; 


N «. ing of pleaſures, appeare & " 6aa80 1 
I, ln chingopreſene; © 3507 GG YA 
In 'three ding In things paſt; + = (IS DSTI 33 
Rr 3-1n things farure. + 35 


—@ ſure way Whereby to Know our whrurall inclinationt.” 39 


? ? l - , Fp- >», " 
" I I ef nies 
. . + Þ X LEES - A . 
PO TIE . , - oY "8 - "_—  . dl 


4 y —_— 
» 


The Vies of the DRE of the 36S -- P; hes, 41 

V{e i. To be humbledfor them: | hs Fs : bia, 

'The Reaſons why we ſhould be bunled tor thety... "i 
2. Tomake cqnlcience of ——— fl 

The Reaſons why. ibid, 


Remcdies againſt vajne thoughts. | $75 (3d - 4d foem 


\ i 


a 
be. MW 1 @ 3 nel SAS TN 


226626226860 


T he Scriptures that ave  inlightned 


in thu Treatiſe. 
2n. 6.5. Pag4, | Eccleſcr, 1123! pag. 9 
40:14. \ 5f 9,10, $2 + 
D 84 a7 SIONS 7 7 Load 34 
ent. Ts 4 [ 66.18,” | 
1 Saw. 2; 3 Sar 
pm hs Fer. 3r.19." at 
. 2Sam, 15.4. 38 6 NG 
--ÞY | Aatth.14.35. Ty 
$  I7ol T, 17 Mark,y.2, 9,22 
ee ] 13:33, 
—21-14« 6 
Lu L 
Plal39 3. 49 ke 10.49 T3 
3+ 7*** 56.18; 39 | Afber7 ar, i an 
iv ” 629, 9 
$2 9b o2.2.1'5,6 | 14 | Roms 3.19. - 49 
do 138.17. 9 13. ult, a 
" w '7, 5© __ ©3224 —þ 
— i : IN 10 | T Cer. 4:7, 46 
Prov.6.14. 7 Epheſ.4.26; . 
* * bt 1 Times.13, 52 
16:30 17 Feebr.rz. 13. | 21 
17,22, 
30.21s <= Tam. 4.13. 


. + 
+ +. 
45.1 
7 by 
CT"s $, 
"= ” MA AE 
oi PR TD ION bare w."'" _ yt og 2 ve <F 
"Scone: + VE. Rs PRE #6 


: 9 
, : . : - . N 
00000 ERR SO WNT YT WY RMA Tt 


000 0007 EE DG COPE PO "OO ANT. ET 1 won 


2008 do 3 BITTY ALLY 


. 9 CIC AS Gu EAA EEO ——_ —_— 


@* + 4 | A 
- TIS) & | 
7 FRE A Þ Ap ak 
AE WD Y(6 Ih 
W \ ADA __ 
JN . = 


f 
* ;E . 


Lv 


VANITIE Q F 
THOVGAHTS. 


6 _ a _ _ —  — 
o 


JnAnM, bs 24. | 
How _ ſhalt thy vaine thoughts ww within 
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A ag of common; refort , made 
999 as it were with, many and 
"ar large roomes to entertaine 
A * ) and lodge multitudes of 
Ve? Gueſts-in.; into which, be- 
fore carverſion,all the vaine, ighs wentonipes 
phane. , diſfolute thoughts, t e-upand 
downe.the World (as your Por rar and 
ruaneryot all the day,have free openacceſs;the 
heart keeps open houſe to them, givesthem wil- 
vpg,checrefull welcome.and cntextainment; ac- 
B - companies 


S NUR 'N: theſe words he compares 
» A. the heart unto :fome houſe 
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companies them, . travels. o-re-all the world for 
_ the Qindeft pleaſures to feed themwith ; Lode- 
: _eth, harbours them, andthere they, like unruly 
Gallants,and royſters,ledge,and reycll it day and 
night, and defile thoſe roomes they lodge in, 
with their loathſome filth and vomits. How long, 
ſayes the Lord, ſhallthey lodge therein? Whilft 7 
with my Spirit, my Son, and traine of graces, 
ſtand at the doore and knock, Rev.' 3. 20.”and can- 
et finde adnittance;ofall which filthineſs, &c, 
the Heart this houſe muſt bee waſhed ; waſh rhy 
heart from wickedneſs.” Waſht, not ſwept onely of 
grofler cvills(as Matth. 12.43. the honſe,(the an. 
Eleane ſpirit re-enters into) is ſaid to be ſweptof 
evills that lay looſe and uppermoſt ) but waſbr, 
and-cleanſed of thoſe defilements which fticke 
more cloſe, and are incorporated, and wroughe 
in, into the Spirit. And 2. thoſe vaine and un- 
ruly gueſts muſt be turned out of doores,* with- 
outany warning, - they have-ſtaid there lapge- 
nough ;too long ;'' How long'? 'and\therimeps 
may ſuffice, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, they mutt 
lodge thereno more. The houſethe-ſquleis not 
in converſionto bepuld downe, bitonclythieſe 
gueſts turned:out;and though keptout they can. 
not be, they will ſtill enter whilſt wearein theſe 
houſes of clay, yet lodge they muſt not : if _ 
thoughts ofanger and revenge come in, - in the 
morning or day time, they muft bee turned out 
e'renight, Let not the Sunne' goe downe upon your 
wrath, Ephe.q. 26. For ſo you may come to 
| lodge 
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lodge yet a worſer gueſt--in'-your heart 'with 


them: Give not place tothe Devill, (tor it follows) / 
who will bring ſeven worſe with him, Ttuncleane+ 
thoughts offer tocome tobed tathee, whenthou 
lieſt downe, let them not lodge with.thee. '' To! 
conclude, it js -not what: thoughts are in your! . 


hearts,and paſſe through them, as what lodging 
they have,thatdoth difference your repentance: 
many good thoughts and motiotismay:paſle; as; 
Strangers thorough:a'bad'\mans heart ;' and'ſo 

likewiſe multitudes of vaine thoughts maymake 
a thorow-fare of a belecvers heart, and diſturbe 
him ingood duties, by knockings and interrup- 

tions, and I, - in upon the heart of agood 

manzbut ſtill they lodge not there; arc not foſte- 
ret Anarbauteds 1 39a ns Dor ont s 

2 -Myiſcope in our ordinary courſe is, to diſco- 


yer the wickedneffe-and vanity. of the-hearttby | 


nature: inthe heartwe are yet but inthe upper 
parts of it, -the underftanding , and the defile- 
ments thereaf, whichare to beewaſhtour of it, 
and the'next defilement,. which in; my broken 
order I meane jo handle; is: that which is here 
ſpecified,the 4/anity of your thoughts : for the dil. 
covery ſake of which onely, Ichoſe this text, as 
my ground G; That is it, therefore, which I will 
chiefly inſiſt upon: | A-ſubje which, I confolle, 
would prove of all elſe the vaſteſt. To:make an 
cxa particular diſcovery of the vanities in our 
thoughts, to travell over the whole Creation, 


and to take a ſurvey , | and give atraccountofall © 
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that vanitic abounds in all the creatures, was (as 
you know) the taske of the wiſeſt of men, Solo- 
men ; the flowre of his ſtudies and laboursr But 
the vanity of our. thoughts are as multiplyed 
much inus, this 4ittfe world affoords more va- - 
rietics of vaniies,than the Great.”Our thoughts: 
made thecreateres ſubje# 10 vanitit, Rom 8.40. 
therefore themſelves are ſibjeto vanity much 
more. :In handling of thetm'F will ſhew you, 
1.Whatis meant by Thong hts, 2. What by vanity. 
. 3» Tut onr thinghts aye Vaine; \'g. Wherein that 
vahiity doth conſiſt , both in the generall, arid 
ſome particulars, 1 307 01% 
Firſt, whatis weant by thaughts, eſpecially ag 
they-are the intended ſubjeR of this diſcourſe, 
which in ſo vaſt anargument I muſt neceffarily 
ſetlithics unto :./1-by thanghts, ther Scriptiires. 
ddcomprehendall the-i/#terna# atts of the tnind 
of man, of what facultic focver; all thoſe reaſ6. 
niogs, conſultations, purpoſes, refolations, inz 
tents,ends,defires,and-caresof the nund of mari, 
as-dppoſcd to our exrernall words and ations,f0 
Iſay 66.18. All a&sare divided into thoſe two, 
I know their works and their thoughts © what is 
tranſaed within the mind is called the rhoughts; 
what thereof do manifeſt themſelves,and breake 
 out-in ations,are called workes. And ſo Gereſ.6: 
5. Every imagination of the thoughts, (omne fig - 
wentur) allthe creatures the mind frames with- 

_ init {elfe, purpoſes, defires, 8c; (as it ignored in 
the margin) areevitl; where by thoughtsare un- 
; -  derftood 


T be roanityof thonghtss 


derſtgod all- that comes within the minde, (as 
Ezech, 11. 5: the phraſe is) and ſo indeed wee 
wy uſe it, and emderſtand it, ſo Torenremnber 
a man, Is, tO.thinke of him, Gen.40. 14: to have 
 pirpaſeda thing, wee ſay;! thought to abe it. To 
take care about i buſineſle ; is to takt thinghe ; 
1 54.9.5. And thereaſon, why all may thus be 
called the thoughts, is; becauſe indeed, all affectiz 
ons,defires, purpoles,are ſtirred upby thoughts, 
bred, fomented, aridnouriſhed by. them: noone 
thought paſſeth, but it ſtirteth ſome affeQion of 
feare, joy, care, griefe, &c, N&although they 
are thus 4argely taken Here, yet T intend notto 
handle the vawiry\of thetn ih fo large afenſeat 
preſent : I muſt confine miy fſelfe, as ſtrictly as 
may be.to the yanitic of that, which is more pro- + 
perly called the thinking, meditatiing, tonſideri 
power of man , which is in his underſtanding or 
ſpirit, that being' the ſubjet T have 1n hand : 
Thoughts not beitig in thisſehiſe oppoſed Frey 
to.your workes, but unto papcnns and intents, fo 
Hebr.'4. 12 as the Souleat ports, ſothoughts 
and intents ſeem tobe oppoſed. And 7ob 20. 2,3. 
Thoughts are appropriated to the Spirit of under- 
ſtanding, And agaihe yet more ftritly,for inthe 
underſtanding I meanenot to ſpeake of, general- 
ly,alt thoughts therein,neither,as not of the rea- 
vnings or deliberations in our aRions : butthofe. . 
muſings onely in the « War" part. | 
And fo, Icanno otherwiſe exprefſe'them t6' 
you;than thus; Thoſe ſame frſt;atore ſoniple rom- 
B 3. cents, 
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ceits, appreherſionsthatiariſe; thoſe fancies ,medi- 


' tations, which the underſtanding by the helpe of 


7 


# fancie frames within it ſelf of things;thoſe wher- 
. x7 


on your minds ponder and pore, and muſeupon 
things, theſe I meane by thoughts, I meane thoſe 
talkings of onr minds with the things we know, 
asthe Scripture calls it, Provii 6.22. thoſe fame 
parleys, cnterviews, Cchattings the minde hath 
with the things ler intoit,. with the things wee 
feare, with the things wee love. Fotall theſe 


\ things our mindes make their companions, and 


our thoughts h61d them diſcourſe, and have a 
thouſand conceits about them ; this I meane b 
thoughts. For beſidesthat reaſoning power, dels. 
berating power, wherby.weaske our ſelves con. 
tinually, what ſhall we doe? and whereby we rea- 
ſon and diſcuſle things, which is a more inward 
cloſct, the Cabinetand privie councell of the 
heart, there is a more outward lodging,that pre: 
ſence chamber, whichentertaines all commers, 
which is the thinking, meditating, muſing power 
1 man;' which ſuggeſterh matter for delibetati- 
ons, and conſultations, and reaſonings, which 
holds the sbjed7s till we view them, which enter- 
taincth all that come to ſpeake with any ofour 
afteQions. 

2. I adde, which the minde frames within it 
ſelfe, ſothe Scripture expreſſeth their originall 
tous, and their manner of riſing, Prov,6.14. 
Frowaranefi u in his heart, fabricatur, he forgeth 
wiſchiefe, as a Smith doth Iron, hammers it out; 
ang 
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and the thoughts are the materialls of this fro- 
wardneſſe in us ; uponall the things which are 
preſented tous, the minde begets ſome thoughts; 
imaginations' on them ; and as lufts ſothoughts 
are conceived, 14ames 1.1ſay 59.4. They conceive 
miſchiefe,andbring forth iniquity,andhatch Cock- 
atrice egges, and weave Spiders webbs, Andverſe 
7. hee inſtanceth inthouahts if iniquity, becauſe 
our thoughts are ſpunne out of our owne hearts, ' 
are egges of our owne laying, though the things | 
preſented to-us be from withour. | 
And this I- adde to ſeyer them from ſuch | 
thoughts asarc injected, and caſt in, onely from + [- 
without, ware children of anothersbegetting, * | [1 
and often laid out of doores: ſuch as areblaſphe- 
mous thoughts caſt in by Satan, wherein! it the ſ 
ſoule be meerely paſſive, (as the word Buffetting | f 
; 
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implies, 2 Cor.12.7.) they are none of your 
thoughts, but his; wherein a man isbutasonein 
2 roomewith another, where he heares another 
ſweare and curſe, but cannot ger out from him ; 
ſuchthoughts, if they be onely from without, de- 
file nota man.- For nothing defiles aman,but what 
comes from within, Muy.15.18,19.' or whichthe 
heart hath begotten upon it bythe devill ;'as 
thoughts, of ancleannefle, 8:c. Whereinthough 
he be the father, yet the heartis the mother and 
 wombe;; and therefore accordingly theyaffect 
the heart,asnaturall children do; and by that we 
.may. diſtinguiſh them from the other, namely, 
when we have a ſoft heart, an inward _ Fi” 
them, : 


I 
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- + Secondly, let us ſeewhat waxitie is, takeitin 


them, ſo that our hearts dookifſethechild, then 


 theyarequr thoyghts\, or elſe when the heart 


broads upon theſe egges , then they are ous 
ihanghts, though they come from without. 
Though this is to bee added, thateventheſe 
thoughts whercin the ſoule is paſſive, and which | 
Satancaſts in, which wee doe-no. wayes owne, 
wherein he z4viſheth the heart, rather than begers 
them en us, (ifthere beenot any conſent to them 
in us, then itis but a Rape, as in law it is nat) I 
yeeld thoſe thoughts are puniſhments often of 


/ negle& of our thoughts, and of our ſuffering 
: themto wander ; as Dinah becauſe ſhe wentcun- 


ningly out, #0 view the Daughters of the land, was 
taken and raviſht, though againſt her will : yetir 
was 4 puniſhment of her curiofity : or elſe they 
are-the puniſhment of the negleR of good mo- 
tions of the fpiric ; which reſiſting, weethereby 
grievehim, and (o he deales. with us, as we with 
our-children, ſuffers usto, bee ſcared with bug- 
beares,and to.begricved by S414n, that we may 
learnewhat itisto'negle@him, and hacbourva- 
bits. Laſtly, Fadde, which the minde,iv.and by is 
fſelfe,ox by the helpe of fancy,thus begetsand en. 
tertaines;, becauſe there are no; thoughts: or like- 
neſſes of things at any time inour fancies, but at 
the fame time they, are in the underſtanding alſo 
refleted unto it: as whe two Lookingglafles axe . 
placed oppoſite & nigh eachto other, look what 
ſpecies appeares in the one, do alſo in the other. 


all 
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all the. acceptations Of it 3 It is true 'of our 
thoughts that they are waine. l VEN 
x. It is taken for unprofitableneſſe.S0 ou I. 
2,3. AUls vanity, becauſe there is no profit 2» 
them under the Sunne, ſuch are our thoughts by 
_ nature, the wiſeſt of them will not ſtand us inany 
ſtead in time of need, in time of temptation, di- 
ſtreſs of conſcience,day of deathor Judgement, 
x Cor.2.6. AU the wiſdome of the wile comes to 
zought,Pro.10.20.Theheart of the wicked s little 
worth, not a penny for them all, whereas the 
thoughts of agodly manare his treaſure - Ont of 
the good treaſure of his heart he brings them forth: 
He mints them,and they are laid upas his riches. 
Pſal,138.17. How precious are they '? hee there 
ſpeaks of our thoughts of God , as the objet of 
_ thy thoughts, that is, (of thee) are precious, 
2. YVamitie is taken for lightneſle. Lighter than 
vanity is a phraſe uſed Pſal. 62.9. and whom is 
it ſpoken of ? of men, and ifany thingin them be 
Lehter than other, it is their thoughts which 
ſwim inthe uppermoſt parts, floatat the top, is 
as.the ſcum ofthe heart. Whenall the beft and 
wiſeſt, and deepeſt, and ſolideſt :houghts in Bal- 
thazar a Prince, were weighed, they were found 
z06 light, Dan.5.17. 
3. Vanity is putfor folly.So Prov.12.11.) aine 
»en , is made all one with men woid of under- 
ſtanding. Such are our thoughts among ether 
evils which are ſaid to. come out of the heart, 
Marke 7. 2:2. *tparn js reckoned as one, fooliſh- 
neſſe, 
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. neſſe that 1s, thoughts that are ſuch as 224d men 
have , and fooles, nothing to/the purpoſe, of 
which there can bermadeno uſe, which a man 

| knowesmot whencethey ſhould come,nor whi- 
'  therthey would, without dependance. 
4+: Itis put for Inconſtancy, and frailty, there- 
fore vanity and a ſhadow are made Synonomaes, 
Pſal. 14.4. 4.1uch are our thoughts, Alitting and 
vn" ge ,as bubbles, ?P[. 146.4. 41 their thoughts 
riſhe '..* pp 
4 Laſtly, they are w4ixe, that is, indeed, wicked 
and feof ;zvarity inthetext here,is yoaked with 
wickeaneſſe : and vaine men, and ſonnes of Beljal 
arc all one, 2 Chron. 13.17, And ſuch are our 
thoughts by nature. Prov.24.9. The thought of 
fooliſhneſſe1s finne. Andtherefore a man is to be 
humbled fora proud thought, Prov, 30.32. For ſo 
Laying hand on the mouth istaken, as 186 39.37. 
tor being wile in a mans owne eyes. 

4 And becauſe this is the ſenſe I chiefly muſt 

inſiſt on, in handling the vanity of the thoughts, 

"and alſo men uſually thinke that thoughts are 

free; 1 will therefore prove thistoyou, which is 
the onely doatrine raiſed, that Thoughts are ſins. 
1. The Law judgeth them, Hebr. 4.12. rebukes 
a man for them, 1 Cor.14.25.and therefore the 
are tranſgreſfions of the law , and ſoalſo did 
Chriſtrebukerhe Phariſces for their ill thoughts, 
Mat. 9.4. which arguesthe excellence of the 
Law, that reacheth thoughts. 
2, Becauſe they are Capable of pardon , and 


muſt 
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muſt be pardoned, or we cannot be ſaved, As . 


8. 22. which argues themultitudes of :GQD $ 
Compaſſions,ſeeing thoughts areſo infinite. 

3- They areto bee repented of, yea repentance 
is cxpreſſed,as to begin at them. So Eſay 55.7: 
Let the unrighteous man forſake bis thoughts ; and 
2 man is never truly and throughly wrought on, 
(as g Cor. 1044, 5.) till every thought bee brought 
znts obedience ; which argues that they are natu- 


rally rebellious,and contrary tograce. And this : 
allo argueth the Power of grace, which is able to | 
rule, and to ſubdue-ſo great an Army as our 


thoughts are, and command themall,as one day 
it will do, when we are perfe&ly holy. 

| 4+ They defile the man : which nothing defiles 
but fine, M4r.15.13,18 9-01 of the heart pro- 
ceed evill thoughts, theſe defile the man. 

5. They are an abomination tothe Lord, who 

hates nothing but ſinne, and whoſe pure eyes can 
endure 30 behold ns iniquity, Prov.ls 26.as:good 
Meditations are acceptable, Pſal.ug.ult. ſo,by the 
rule of contrary, bad are 4bominable. | 


6. They hinder all good we ſhould doe, and 


owe our beſt performances. Vaine thoughts 
raw the heart away in them, that whena man 
ſhould draw nigh to God , his Hearr, by reaſon 
of his thoughts, farre off from him,Eſay 29. I. 
A mans heart goes after bs covetouſneſſe, when he 
| ſhould heare, as the Prophet ſpeakes,becauſe his 
thoughts thus run, Now nothing elſe but ſinne 
could ſeparate, and what doth lens us from 

G2 God, 
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. God, is finne, and enmity to him, 


the things themfelves are abſent. 


Ee 


7. OQurthoughtsare the firſt motioners of all 


- theevill in us. For they make the motion, and 
/ alſo bring the heart and objec together ; are 


anders to our laſts, holdup the objcR, till the 
Clnet hath plaid the adulterer with'it, andcom- 


| mitted folly, ſoin ſpeculative uncleannefle, and 


in other luſts, they hold upthe images of thoſe 
gods they create, which the heart falls downe 
and worſhips; they preſent credit, riches,beauty, 
till the heart hath worſhipt them, and this when 
To come now to thoſe Particulars wherein 
this vanity of the thinking, meditating power of 
the mind conſiſts. 
Firſt, I will diſcover it inregard of thinking 
what is good, how.unable and loth; &c. it is to 
good thoughts; and ſecondly, in regard of the 
readineſſc of it to thinke of evill and vaine things. 
For the firſt, firſt in 4 wax? of ability ordinarily, 
and naturally.togniſc and extract holy and afe. 


. full confiderations and thoughts from all ordi- 


nary occurrences ,-and occaſions ; which the 
mind, fo farrc asitis ſanQified, 1s apt unto. A 
heart fanRificd , and'in whoſe affeRions true 
grace iscnkindled,out ofall Gods dealings with 
him, out of thethings he ſees and heares, out of 
all rhe objects are pur into the thoughts, he di. 


 ftilleth holy,and ſweet, and uſcfull meditations: 


and it naturally doth it, and ordinarily doth it, 
ſofarreas.it is ſanRified. So our Saviour Chriſt, 
all 


The rowiitie of thoughts. 


13 


all ſpeeches of others which he heard, all acci- 
dents and occurrences did ſtill raiſe and occa- 
fion inhim heavenly meditations, as we may ſee 
throughout the whole Goſpels : when he came 
by a well he ſpeakes of the Water of life 1ohn 4. 


£ Em— 


&c, Many inſtances might be given; Fe inhis . 


thonghts tranſlated the booke of the' creatures, 


mrothe booke of grace, and ſo did Adams heart 


ininnocency : his Philoſophie tnight be truly ter- 


med Divinity, becauſe he ſaw'God inall;all rai- - 


{ed-up his heart to thankfulneſfle and preiſe: So 
now 1n like manner,/our minds, ſo farre as they 
_ arefanftified, witl doe. 'As the Philoſopher? flone 
turnes all Metals into Gold ;- As the Bee ſuckes 
hony out of 'every flower, and a good ſtomack 
ſacks'out ſome ſweet and wholeſome nouriſh- 
mentout of what it takes unto it ſelfe : ſo doth a 
holy heart, ſo farre as ſanQified, convert and di- 
geſt all into fpirituall uſefull thoughts ; this you 
may ſee, Pſal.107.ult. That Pſalme gives many 
inſtances of Gods providence, and wonderfull 


workes which he doth for the ſonsof men; as delive.. 


rances by Sea, where men ſee his wonders: de- 
liveranceto Captives, &c. and ſtill the foot of 
the Song is, 0h that men would therefore praiſethe 
Lord for the wonderfull workes he doth for the Sons 


ef men. Now after all theſe inſtances, hecon- 


cludes, that though others paſſeover ſuch oc- 
currences with ordinary flight thoughts, yet 
ſayes he,The righteous ſhall ſetit, and rejoyce:that 
is,extract comfortable thoughts out ofall,which 


C3 ſhall 
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ſhall be matter of zoy, and who ſo « wiſe will ob... 
ſerve thoſethings, that is, makes holy obſeryati- 
ons out of all theſe , and out of a principle of 

_ wiſdome he underſtands Gods goodnefle in all; 
and fo his heart is raiſed to thoughts of praiſe, 
and thankfulneſſe, and obedience. Now 'com- 
pare with this the 92.Pſal. made for the Sabbath 
(when inimitartionof God, who that day view- 
ed his workes; we are, onour Lords day, ſtill to 
raiſe holy praiſefull thoughts out of them to his 
olory, which hee that penned that Palme then 
did, ver.1. and 2, and) ver.5: How great are:thy 
workes, &c ! A brutiſh man knows not,” nor will-a 
foole underſtand thi: that is, he being a beaſt,and 
having no ſanctified principleof wiſdom in him, 

_ loekesnofurther than a beaſt into all theworkes 

of God, and occurrences ofthings; looks on all 
| bleflingsas things provided for mans delight by 
God : but heeextracs ſeldome. holy ſpirituall 
and uſefulithoughts out of all, he wants the art 
of doing it. | 
If injuries be offered us by others, what doe 

our thoughts diftill out of thoſe wrongs, but 
thoughts of revenge 2 -wee meditate how to re- 
quite itagaine. But ſee how naturally Davids 
mind diftils other thoughts of Shemeis curling, 
2 Sam. 16.11. God hath bidden him, andit may 
provea good figne of Gods favour. God may re- 
quite good for it, When we ſec judgements befall 
others, ſevere thoughts of cenſure 'our mindes 


are aptto raiſc againſt our brother ,as 7obs _—_ 
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did. But a godly man whoſe mind'iismuchſan. 

Qified, raiſeth other thoughts out ob it, Prou;21% 

#2. Wiſcly confiders,c7c. upto 

So when outward mercies-befall ns; the-nexe z 4; 
thoughts we are apt to have,is to projecteaſe by 1 
our wealth, thou hoſt grads for many yeares > and | 
when judgements befall us, weeare apt to bee 
filled with thoughts of complaint , and feares; 
and cares: how-to wind out-againe.. Bur what | 
werethefirft thoughts 7b had,-upon the newes . 
of theloſſe of all « God hath given, aud the Lord | | 
hath taken, bleſſed be the Lord for all, 

Such thoughts as theſe (which: all opportu- 
nitics hint unto)a good heartis apprehenſive of, 
and doth naturally raiſe forits owne uſe. So farre 
Barren as our thoughts are, ſo farre vaine. 

Secondly, the vanity, and ſinfulneſſe of the 
mind appeares in a /oathneſſe to entertaine holy 
theughts,to begin toſet it ſelfeto thinke of God, , 
and the things belonging unto our peace ;' even | 
as loath they are to this as Schoole-boyes are to 
goeto their Books,orto buſte their minds about 
their leſſons, their heads being full of play: ;" ſo 
loattrare our minds tocnter into ſerious confide- 
rations, into ſad ſolemne thoughts af God , or 
death, 8&c. Men arc asloathto thinke of death, 
as theeves af the execation ; ortothinke of God, 
as they are of their Judge.. Soto goe over their 
owne aQtions, in a review of them, and read the 
blurd writing of their hearts , and to commune 
with them, at night in the end of the day, + ( - 
D avi 
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Davida did;Pſal.119.59.) men areas loathto do 
this, as Schoole-boyesareto perſe their leſſons, 
and the falſe Latins they have made, 7ob gt 
Depart from u ({ay they inTob) unto God, from 
their thoughts they meant it, for it followes, 
wee deſire not the knowledge of thy wayes, They 


\ would not thinke of him,or know them by their 
; good wills; and therefore our minds, likea bad 


ſtomack, are nauſeated with the very ſcent of 
good things , and. ſoone caſts them up againe, 
Rom.1. 28. They like not toretaine the knowledge 


" of God: let us go and try to wind up our ſoules,at 


any time, to holy meditations, to thinke of what 
we haveheard,or what we have done, or what is 
our duty to doe, and we ſhall find our minds,like 
the pegges of an Inſtrument, flip betweene our 
fingers, as wee area windingthem up.,and to fall 


. downeſuddealy againe, cre we are aware of it : 
_ yea you ſhall find, that your minds will labour 
7 to ſhun what may occaſts ſuch thoughts;even as 


mengoout of the way, when they ſee they muſt 
meet with one they are loath to ſpeake withall ; 


| yea- men dare not bee alone, for. feare ſuch 


thoughts ſhould returne upon them. The beſt 


. ſhall findagladneſle, for anexculce, by other oc- 


icaſions to knocke off their thoughts from what 
15 good : whereas in —_—_ of vaine carthl 


_ things,we thinke the time paſleth too faſt,clocks 


ſtrike too ſoone, howres paſſe away cre we are 
aware of it. x 
Thirdly , the vanity and finfulneſſe of the 


minde 
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minde; appeares in the godly, that though they =p 


entertaine good thoughts, yet the minde is nor, 
will not bee /ong intent on them. Some things 
thereare, which weare, and can be intent upon, 
and accordingly dwell long upon them, - and 
therefore in 70b 17.11. The thoughts are called 
the poſſeſſions of the heart, (ſo tis in the originall, 


and noted in the margin) ſuch thoughts as are 
pleaſing, the heart dwels on them ; yeaſo intent 


are we often, that they hinder our fleepe : astis 
ſaid of wicked men, They cannot ſleepe for multi. 
tude of thoughts, Excleſ.5 .12.S0, todeviſe froward 
things, Solomon ſayes, Prov.16.30. That a man 
ſhats hs eyes, that is, is exceeding attentive, 
poreth upon his plots ; for ſo a mandoth uſe to 
do, to ſhut his eyes when hee would be intent, 
and therefore itis ſo expreſſed. But now let the 
mind be occupied and buſted about good things, 
and things belonging toour peace, how unſteady 
is it 2 which things ſhould yet draw out the in- 


tention of the minde : For the more excellent ; 
the obje& is, the ſtronger our intention ſhould ' 


be. God is the moſt glorious obje& our mindes 
can faſten on, the moſtalluring. The thought of 
whom therefore ſhould ſwallow up all other, 
asnot worthy to be ſeen the ſame day with him: 
 Butl appeale toall your experiences , if your 

_ thoughts of him be not moſt unſteady ; and are, 
(thar I may ſo compare it)as when we looke up- 
ona Starre thorow an Optique glaſle, held with 
a pallie ſhaking hand : It » long erc we can bring 
Our 
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our minds to have ken of him, to place our eyes 
upon him,and whenwe have, how do our hands 
ſhake, and ſo looſe fight ever and anon 2 So 
whilſt we are in never ſo ſerious talke with him, 
when all things elfe ſhould ſtand without, and 
not dare to offer entrance , till wee have done 
with him,yet how many chinkes are there in the 
heart,at which other thoughts come in? andour 
minds leave God, and follow them, and go after 
eur covetonſweſſe, our credit , &c. as the Pro- 
phets phraſe 18, EJech. 33. Se when wee arc 
hearing the Word, how doe our minds ever and 
anon run out of the Church,and cometn agatne, 
and ſo do not heare halfe that is ſaid? $o when 
wee arc at our callings, which God bids us to 
| beconverſant about with all our might, Zccleſ. 9, 
Io. yet our minds like idletruants, or negligent 
/ ſervants, though ſentabeut never ſo ſerious a 
* bufineſſe, yet go.out of the way to ſee any ſport, 
run after the Hares that croſſe the way, follow 
after Butterflies that buzze about us. 

And ſo when wee come to pray, Chriſt bids 
watch to prayer, Mark.13.33.that is,as if we were 
at Every .doore to place a guard that none come 
in and diſturbe and knock us off. But how oft 
doth the heart nod and fall afleepe, and run into 
another world, as men in dreames do 2 Yea fo 
naturall are diſtraQions to us, when weare buſt- 
ed about holy duties, that as excrements come 
from men, when very weake and fick, ere they 
are aware of it; ſodo worldly thoughts from us, 
and 
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and we are carried out of that ftreame of good 
ourmind was running in,into ſome by-creek ere 
we areaware of it. 

Fourthly, the vanity ofthe mind appeares, in 
regard of geod things , that if it doththinke of 
them, yet 1t doth it wnſeaſonably. It is with your 
thoughts as with your ſpeeches, their goodneſſe . 
liesintheir placing and erder, Prov. 25. 11. If 
fily poken, they are as Apples of Gold in pittures 
of Silver. And as a manisto bring forth actions, 
ſothoughts i» due ſeaſon;and thole fraits,fothelſe 
buds ſhould come out in ſeaſon, Pſal.1. Now the 
vanity of the mind appeares in thinking of ſome 
200d things, ſometimes unſcaſonably ; when 
you are praying, you ſhould notonely have no 
worldly thoughts come tn, but no other than 
praying thoughts. But then haply ſome notions 
of, or for aSermon will come readily in : ſoin 
hearing, a man ſhall often have good thoughts 
that are heterogeneall to the thing 1n hand ; So -_ 
whena man is falling downe to prayer, looke 
what thing a man had forgotten, when it ſhould 
have beene *thoughtof, willthen come in, _or 
what will aftet a manmuch-comes 1n to divert 
him: this mi/þlacing of thoughts ({uppole they be 
g00d)is yet trom a vanity of the mind; did thoſe 
thoughts come at another time, they ſhould bee. 
welcome : weefind our mindes ready to ſpend 
thoughts about any thing, rather than what God 
at preſent calls unto. Whenwe go to a Sermon, 
wee find wecould then ſpend our thoughts more 

D2 willingly 
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willingly about reading, or happily ſearching: 
our hearts ; unto which at another time, when 
called to it, we ſhould be moſt unwilling to. We 


* could bee content td run wild over the fields of 
' meditationsand miſcellaniousthoughts,though 


about good rather than to, be tied to that taske, 
and keptin one ſer path. 


In Adam and Chriſt no thought was miſpla- 


/ced, but though they wereas many as the Stars, . 


yetthey marched in their courſes, and kept their 
ranks. But ours, as Meteors, dance up and down 
in us. And this diſorder is a vanity and ſinze, be 
the thought materially never ſo good. Not 
every one thathath the beſt part muſt therefore 
firſt ſtep fp the Stage to a, but take his right 
cue. In Printing, let the letters be never fo faire, 
yet if notplaced in their order, and rightly com- 
poled., they marre the ſenſe. Souldiers uporr 
no termes ſhould breake their ranks : ſo nor 
ſhould our thoughts, Prov. 16.3. There isa pro- 
miſe to a Righteous man,. that (as ſome read it) 
hs thoughts ſhall be ordered. 

And ſo much for the firſt part, The privative 
finfulneſſe in our thoughts, in reſpeRt of what & 
god, 

Now ſecondly I :proceed to. diſcover that 
poſutive wanity' , which appeareth in our 


. thoughts; in regard of what » evill. And here 


t is not to bee expected, nor indeede can it 
bee performed by any man, to reckon vp the 
ſeverall particularitics of all thoſe vaine 

thoughts . 


as. + bows. -— 


thoughts whichrun through mans heart ; I will: 


inſiſt onely on ſome more generall diſcoveries, 
to which particulars may bee reduced for a taſte 
of the reſt. | | 

. Firſt , the vanity of them diſcovers it ſelfe , 
in that which Chriſt calls, cMarke 7. 22. 
«efo5Vrn> foolzfhneſſe : that is, ſuch thoughts as 


mad men have, and fooles , which foolsſhneſſe: * 
is ſeene.; both in that unſettled wantonneſfe 


and wnſtayedneſſe of the minde in thinking , 
that like quick-filver it cannot fixe, but as So; 
lomon ſayes, Proverbs 17. verſe 24. CA fooles 
eyes. are in the ends: of the earth , are gariſh , 


and runne up and downe from one end of the' 


carth to the other , ſhooting and ſtreaming -, 


as thoſe Meteors you ſee ſometimes in. the: 


ayre. And though indeed the. mind of man is 
nimble and. able thus to runne from one end 


of the earth toanother , (whichis its ſtrength 
and excellency ) yet G OD would not have 


this ſtrength and nimbleneſſe , . and metall- 


ſpirit in cyrvetting and tumbling, , (as I may- 


call it ) but in ſteady directing all our thonghts 


ſtraight on to his glory , our owne ſalvation. 


and the good of others ; heegave itthis nimble. 


neſſe to turneaway fromevill, and the firſt ap-- 


pearance of it. As wee ate to walke'in Gods 


wayecs hcecalls us to,” ſo every thought, as well - 
as every ation, is a ſtep : and therefore ought. 
to” bee ſteady, Make firaight ſteps to your' 
feet, ſayes the Apoſtle, Hebr, 12.13. turning; 
D 3 | , not - 
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not to the right hand norto the left, untill wee 

come to the journeys end of that bufinefle wee 

are tothinke of. But our thoughts at beſt are as 

-wanton Spaniels, who though indeed they goe 

* with, and accompany their Maſter, and come to 

theirjourneys end with him in the end, yet doc 
runne after every Bird, and wildly purſue every 
flock of ſheepe they ſee. This unfteadinefſe, 1t 
ariſeth from the like curſe onthe minde of May, 
as was on Catn, thatit being arivenfrom the pre- 
ſence of the Lord,itprovesa vagabond, and ſo mens 
eyes are in theends of the earth, 

This fooliſhnefle or «#e%wn is alſo ſeencinthat 
Indepexdence in our thoughts ; they hanging oft 
together as ropes of ſand ; this we ſee more e- 
'vidently in dreames : And notonely then, but 
/ when awake alfo, and that, when wewould ſet 
our ſelves to bee moſt ſerious, how doe our 
thoughts jangle and ring back-ward 2 and as 
wanton Boyes, when they take pens in their 
hands, ſcribble broken words that haveno de- 
pendence. Thus doe ourthoughts: and if yon 
would bur looke over the copies thereof, which 
you write continually, you would finde as much 
nonſenſe in your thoughts, as you find in mad 
mens ſpeeches. This madneffe and diſtemper is 
in the minde fince the fall (theugh it appeares 
not in our words, becauſe wee are wiſer) that if 
notes were taken of, our thoughts , wee ſhould 
- find thoughts ſo vagrant,that we know not how 
they come In, nor whence they came, nor _ 
tRET 
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ther they would. But as God doth af things in : 


weight, number, and meaſure, ſodoth his Image 


in us,fo farreas it is renewed. And,by reaſon of 


theſe two, the folly, unſetlednefſe and indepen- 
dance of our thoughts , wee bring our thoughts 
often tono iſſue, to no perfeion , but wilder 


away our time i» thinking (as you ufe to fay) of : 
nothing, and as Seneca ſaycs of mens tives, as of * 
Shipsthatare toſt up and downe at Sea, it may * 


be faid they have beene toſſed much, but ſayled 
nothing. The like in this reſpe may bee fard of 
thethonghts, or as when men make imperfet 
daſhes, and write nonſenſe , 'They are ſaid ro 
ſcribble, they ave not write : So, in theſefollies 

and independencics, wee wilder and Joſe our 

ſelves, we ave zot thinke. 

” But 2. on the contrary if any ſtrong luff, or vi- 

olent paſſion be up, then our thoughts are 780: 
fixedand intent, andrun info farre into ſuchfin. 

full objects, that they cannotbe puldont againe, 
or any way diverted or taken off : which is ano- 


ther vanity. For our thoughts and our' under- * 


ſtanding part was ordained to moderate, allay, 
and coole, and take offour paſſions, whenthey 
are a playing over, to ruleand Em them. 
But now our thoughtsare them 
to ouraffections, and like fuell put underthem, 
 dobutmakethem boile the more, And although 
our thoughts doe firſt ſtir up our feares, joyes, 
deſires, &c. yet theſe being ſtirred up once, 
chaine, and fixe, and hold our thoirghts to'thoſe 
| objects, 


clves ſubjected © 
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objedts, ſo as wee cannot looſen them againe, 
Therefore ſayes Chriſt to his Diſciples, Why 


- are you troubled, and why do thoughts ariſe in your 


hearts? For perturbations in the affections caule 


thoughts like fumes and vapours to aſcend. Thus 


if a paſcon of feare be up, how doth it conjureup 
multitude of ghoſtly thoughts which we cannot 
conjure downeagaine, nor hide our eyes from ? 
but which haunt us,and follow us up and down, 
where-ever we goe, ſo as a man runs away pur- 
ſued by his owne thoughts , the heart then me- 
aitates onterror + As Tſay 33.18; So when ſor. 


'row is up, how doth it make us ſtudythe croſſe 


that lights upon us 2 which to forget, would bee 
an eaſcunto the mind. But a mans paſons make 
his thoughts to con it , and to ſay it by heart, 
over and over againe, as it it would not have us 


. forget it. So when love and deſire is up, bee the 


thing whatit will, we are taken with, as preter- 


ment, credit, beauty, riches, it ſets ourthoughts 


aworke to yiewy the thing all over, from top to 
toe(as we ſay)to obſerve every part and circum. 
ſtance, that doth make it amiable nnto us : as if 
a picture were to bee.drawne of it. So when joy 
is up, we view the thing we rejoycein, and read 
it overand over, as we doca Booke we like, and 
we marke every tittle, we are punctuallin it ; yea 
ſo inordinate are wee herein, as often we cannor 
ſleep for thinking onthem. Eccleſ. 5.12. 4Abun- 
dance of riches will not ſuffer him 0 ſleepe, for the 
wultitude of thoughts in hs hcad , ſpeaking of a 

man 


- 
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man who is covetous : how doe thou 
| blethe Belſha3Fers and Nebuchadonezers of the 
world? Dan. 4. 19. fo Prov.4.16. They ſleep not 
unleſſe they have done miſe , if their deſires 


remaine unſatisfied, they: doe 'diſturbe their 


thoughts, like froward children by their 7% £ 
E * 


ſo as, often, theſe which men count free (as t 

moſt doe thoughts ) doe prove the greateſt bon- 
dageand torment in the earth unto them,and do 
hinder ſleep,the nurſeof nature,cate out,and live 
upon theheart that bred them , weary the ſpi- 
rits, that when a man/hall ſay (as 70b 7. 13.) My 
bed ſhall comfort me, by Þ pers. a parentheſis to 
his thotights,and'fad diſcourſes, which he hath 
 whenawake,yet thenthey hannta man ; and as 


verſe 14. terrifie him. A man cannot lay thema. \ 
fide as he doth his cloake: and when men die 


they will follow them to hell, and torment them 
to hell, and torment them worſe there 3 your 
thoughts are one of the greateſt executioners 
there, even the Worme that dies not. 

Thirdly, the va»ity of the minde appearesin 
curioſity a longing and itching, tobe fed viith,and 
to know (andthen delightingrto think of) things 
that doenortat all concerne us. 


ment of this in Schollers <( whofe chiefe worke 


lyes in this ſhop how many precious thoughts 
are ſpent this way ? as ih curiofity of know-. 
ledge,as appeares by thoſe the Apoſtle often re- 
bukes, that affe@, as r 74m1.6.4,20, oppoſitions of 
ſcience falſely ſo called curiolities of knowledge of 

"Fool things 


ghts trou-' 


Take anexperi- | 


5 
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things they have not ſeene. So Col, 2.and 1 T im.” 
4-7. hee calls ſuch iflues of mens braines, they 


 doteon old wives fables; becauſe as fables pleaſe 
* old wives, ſodoe theſe their minds, and of that 


itch they have inthe, eveas women with child, 
in their longings, centent not themſelves with 
what the place affords, or the ſeaſon, with what 
may be had ; but often long after ſome unheard 


_ ofrarity, far fetcht, or, it may be, notat all to 


be had : Thus men not contenting themſelves 


- with the wonders of God diſcovered in the 


depth of his Werd and Works , they will 
launch into another Sea, and world of their own 


making, and there they ſayle with pleaſure, as 


many of the Schoole-men did in ſome of their 
ſpeculations ', ſpending their precious wits 
in framing curious webs out ' of their owne 
bowels. _. Har 5 

Take another inſtance alſo in others , who 


; have leaſurc and parts to read much,they ſhould 
7 ballaſt their hearts with the Word, and take in 
thoſe more precious words of wiſdome and 


ſound knowledge to profit themſelves. and 0- 


| thers, and to build up their owne ſoules, and 


whereby they may bee cnabled to ſerve their 
Countrey : but now what doe their curious fan- 
cies carry themunt&, to beverſcd in but Play- 
bookes, jearing Paſquils, Romanſes , fained 
ſtates, which are the curious needle-work of idle 
-braines, ſoas they load their heads with .£pes 
;- and Peacocks feathers, in ſtead of pearles and pre- 
| | CIOuS 
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cions ſtones ; ſo as a man may ſay as Solowoy, 


Prov. 15.14. The heart of him that hath under. 


ſtanding ſeeketh knowledge, but the mouth of fooles 
feeds on foolifhneſſe. Fooliſh diſcourles pleaſe 
their cares and eyes to reade:all theſe being but 
gens it were) for food, for the thoughts, 
ike Camelions men live on ayre and winde. 
To leavethem, how doe others out of meere 
curiofity toknow and pleaſe their thoughts, li- 


ſen afterall the newes that flies up and'downe 


_ theworld,; ſcum all the froth that floats in foo- 
liſh mens mouths, and pleaſe themſelves onely 
with talking, thinking, and hearing of it. 


I doe-not condemne all herein : ſome: their: | 
ends aregood, and they can makeuſe of it, and 


doe as Nehemiah did, who inquired how'things 


went at Teruſalem, to rejoyce with1Gods:people, - 


and monrne with them, and pray for them, and 
to know how to faſhion their prayers accor- 
dingly. But Icondemne that curious itch that is 


in men, when it is done, . but mecrely to pleaſe 
their fancies, whichis much delighted with new: 


things, though they concerne us not ; ſuch the 
Athenians were, As 17. 21. How doe ſome 
men long all the weeke , till they heare events 
and iſſues , and make it a great part of the happi- 


neſle of their lives, to ſtudy the ſtate morethan 


their owne hearts, and affaires of their callings: 
who take actions of ſtate as their text to ſtudy 
the meaning of, 8 to preach on where-ever they 
come, Iſpeake of A" that yet lay not to hong 
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the miſcries of the Church of Chriſt, nor helpe 
them with their prayers, if at any time they 
happen. | 
_ - Thelike curioſity is ſeenein many, in defiring 
/ to know: the ſecrets of other men , which yet 
' would docthem no good to know, and who doe 
ſtudy mens actions and ends, not toreforme, or 
doe good tothem, but to know them, and think 
and mule thereof, when alone , with -pleaſhre; 
this 1s curioſity, and properly a vanity of the 
thinking-power,which ir mainly pleaſeth;and is 
indeed a great {inne, when much of mens moſt 
pleaſing thoughts are ſpent 'on things concerne 
them not. For thethings we ought to know,and 
which doe concerne us, are cnough to take u 
all ourthoughts alone,neither ſhall we have any 
to ſpare:. and thoughts are precious things, the 
; Immediate fruits and budds of an immortall na- 
' ture, and God hath given us power to coyne 
them, to laythem out in things concerne our 

owne good, and' of our neighbours, and his 
owne glory :.' and thus notto ſpend them is the 
greateſt waſte in the world ; examine. what 
Corne you put:in to grinde,, for God ought to 
havetoll of all, Prov.24.8. Hethat deviſeth evill 
hall be called x miſchivvons perſon,not alwayes he 
that doth a miſchievous ation,but that deviſeth 
It : and verſe g, he aggravates it, 4 minor , for 
every thought is ſinne , then a combination and- 
contpiracy of wicked thoughts is much more. 

- But4.' there is 4 worſe vsmry than this, _ 
tnat 
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thatis that intimated Rom.1 3.ult.Taking thought | 


to fulfill the luſts of the fleſh , megiar mutitu | To 


make projects for it. | For thoughts are the Ca- ! 
terers forourluſts,and layinall their proviſion, 


they arethey that looke out wherethe beſt mar. 
kets are,the beſt epportunitics for finning in any 
kinde, the beſt bargaines for credit, - for prefer. 
ment,for riches,&c. For example,would aman 
riſe 2 his thoughts ſtudy theart of it, men frame 
their own ladderto climbe withall, invent wayes 
how to doe it, though often it proves as to H4- 
»an, their own Gallows, Would they be rich ? 
what doethey ſtudy 2. eve all cheats-aad tricks 
on the Cards, (asI may fo ſpeake) that is,all the 
cunning tricks of the world, all the wayes of 
. oppreſling, defrauding, and going beyondtheir 
brethren, ſo to pack'things in all their dealings, 
that they themſelyes ſhall be the wiriners, and 


thoſe that deale with them,the loſers. 1ſa.32.7, * 


it is ſaid zhatthe Inſtruments of the churliſh ave e- 
vill, and he deviſeth wicked devices to deſtroy the 
poore : woulda man undermine hisoppotate , as 
onethat ſtands in his light, and who binders his 
credit 2 hee'll digge and fall a pioning, with his 
thoughts, his engines,in the night;diggea pit, as 


, the Scripturephaſe is, and digge deep to hidethis * 


counſcll, to blow him up in the end, and fo as he 
ſhall not know who hurt himz and this 1s worſe 
than all the former-, this ſtudied artificiall villa- 
ny. The more deviſing there is in-finne, the 
worſe : therefore the fat about Y174b,*not fo 
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much that of Bathſheba, is objected againſt 
David, becauſe he uſed art in it; he tooke thought 
for it, butin the matter of Bathſheba,, thoughts 

tooke him. | | 
Fifthly , the fifth is the repreſenting or acting 
over finnes, in our — and imaginations, 
perſonating thoſe pleaſures by imagination, 
whichat preſent we enjoy not really,faining and 
imagining our ſelves toad thoſe ſinfull praiſes 
we have notopportunity outwardly to perform : 
ſpeculative wickedneſſe Divines doe callit, which 
to bee in the power of imagination to doe, is e- - 
vident to you by your dreames z when fancie 
playes its part moſt, and to allude to whatthe 
Prophet ſayes, makes us beleeve we eate when we 
are an hungry ,to drinke when our ſoules are thirſty, . 
Iſay 29. $. But I meanc not to ſpeake of the 
power and corruption of it, as in our dreames : 
itwere well if, as the Apoſtleſpeakes of Drur- 
kenneſſe, that this ſpeculative wickednefle were 
onely i» the night. But corrupt and diſtempered 
_ affeQions doe caſt men into ſuch dreames1n the 
/ day, and when they are awake,there are then(to 
' borrow the Apoſtles expreſſion) filthy dreames, 
' Jude 8. that defile the fleſh, even when awake : 
* when, their luſts wanting worke, their fancie e- 
reds to them a ſtage, and they et their imagi- 
nations and thoughts aworke to entestaine their 
filthy and impure defires, with ſhews and playes 
of their owne making, and ſo reaſon and the in- 
tention oftheir wr. , fit as ſpeRators all = 
while 
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while to view with pleaſure, till their thoughrs 
inwardly a&over their owne uncleane deſires, 
ambitious projets, or what ever elſe they haye 
a minde unto. 

50 vaixe and empty is the heart of man be. 
come, ſo impatientare our deſires and luſts of jn- 
terruption in their pleaſures, ſo finful & corrupt. 

Firſt , vaine and empty it appeares tobe in 
this ; for take all the pleaſures of fin, when they 
are never ſo fully, ſolidly, really, and ſubſtanti- 
ally enjoyed , they are but ſhadowes, ameere 
outſide and figure, as the Apoſtle calls the 
world. It ts opinion of imagination that caſts 
thatvarniſh of goodnefle on them, which isnot 
truly in them. So Felix and Bernices pompe is 
rermed mwwpwmiz ; but now this ſpeculative 
enjoying of them onely in imagination, (which 
many mens hearts take ſo much pleaſure in,) 
the pleafing our ſelves in the bare thoughts and 
imaginations of them, this is but a ſhadow of 
theſe ſhadows, that the ſoule ſhould 7xien-like 
embrace and commit adultery with cleuds one- 
ly ; this isa vanity beyond all other vanities, 
that maketh us vainer than other creatures,who, 
though ſubject to-wanity, yetnot to ſuch as this, 

Secondly, it argues our defires to be impati- 
ent, to be detained from,.or interrupted of their 
pleaſures. When the ſoule ſhall bee found ſo 

reedy;, that when the heartis debarxcd or ſe- 
queſtred from thoſe things it defires, and wants 
meanes or'opporrunities to a& its luſts, as not 
| being 
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being to ſtay, ir willat leaſt enjoy them in ima- 
gination,and in the zxterim,ſct fancy to entertain 
the minde with emptie pictures of them drawne 
in its owne thoughts. | 
3- Thus they appeare alſo to bee exceeding 
ſigfull and corrnpt ; an e#twardadt of finne, it is 
_ but as anac of whoredom with the creature, whe 
/ really enjoyed : But this is 1»ceſt, when we defile 
* our ſoules and ſpirits with theſe imaginations 
and liknefſes which are begotten in our owne 
fancies,being the children of our owne hearts. 
And yet (my brethren) ſuch ſpeculative en- 
joying of pleaſures,and acting over of finnes,the 
minde of man is full of, as will appearc in many 
particulars. E'} 
Firſt, look what comforts men have at preſent 
in their poſſeſſion, and at command, what excel- 
lencies or endowrnents, men loveto bee alone to 
ſtudy and thinke ofthemzand when they are ſe- 
' queſtred fromthe preſent uſe of them, yet they 
_. willthenbe againe and againe recounting and of 
caſting them up, taking aſurvey of their happi- 
| nefſe in them, applauding their owne hearts in 
their conditions. And as rich men,that love mo- 
ney,love to be looking on ir,-and telling it over; 
fodoe men to be ſumming up their comfortsand 
np" on they enjoy, which others want ; as, 
ow rich they are, howgreat, how they excell 
others inparts and gifts, &c. Oh how much of 
that precious ſand of our thoughts runne outthis 
way, !: Thus hee in the Goſpell, he keeps an > 
= | it 
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dit in his heart ; Sowle (ſairh he) rhow haſt goods 
laid up for many yeares. So Haman,  Efteri5., 11. 
takes an' Inventory of his honours,andgoods; 
Hetalkes of all the gloryof his riches, and'all the 
things wherein the King' had promoted him. So 


N ebuchadnezzav, D an.g.zo. as it may ſeeme; he | 
was alone walking and talking to himſelfe, like 


a foole, ſaying to himſelfe ; '1s mot this the great 
Babel which 1 have built by the might of my power, 


for the glory of my Majeſty ? 
And as thus gfjontheir comforts,ſoalſoupon 


_ their excellencies , as their learning, wiſdome, 
parts,8&c. Men love to ſtand looking upontheſe | 
in the glaſſe of their owne ſpeculation , as faire 


faces love to looke oftenand longin Looking» 
glaſſes, which,as it ariſeth from that ſelf-flattery 
is in men ; ſo alſothatthey mightkeepe their 
happineſſe ſtill freſhand continued in their eye ; 


which thoughts , when they raiſe not up the \ 
heart to thankfulnefſe to God, and are not uſed 


ro that'end, but are bellowes of pride; [they 
are vaine and abominable in the eyes of God , 
as appeares by GODS dealing with thoſe 
fore-mentioned ; for tothe one. he ſayes, Thou 
foole, this night; the other whilſt the word was 
in his mouth , (giving him no longer warning ) 


he ſtrikes with madneſſe and bruitiſhnefle : and 


Haman, you know, was like a' Wall that doth 
ſwell before it breakes, and falls to ruine and 
decay. 3 F201; 
Secondly , thi ſpeculative enjoying _— 

F ures, 
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{urcs, and ating over finnes thus in fancy, doth 
appeare in regard of things #8 come; which when 
wehavycin view, or any hopes of mens thoughts 
gocforth.afore to meet chem, with how much 
contentment do mens thoughts entertaine their 
deſires, withvainc promiſtngs and expeRarions 
aforchand oftheir pleaſures, that are inviewand 
in poſſibility to bee enjoyed. So: they in Eſay 
wind uptheir hearts to a higher pin of jollity in 
the midſt of their cups , in that rom wr TR 
thought and promiſed them, Te morrow ee 
—_ and much more abundant {ay 56.12. So 
my 1ames 4.13. they ſay with themſclves, Wee 
will gorto ſach a City, and continue there a yeere, 
and get guine. And the promile of this, and the 
thoughts of iraforchand feeds them, and keepes 
up their heares in comfort. When men riſeina 
morning, they begin to forethinke with much 
plcafure, what carnall pleaſures they have the 
advonuſtonand promiſe ofthat day or 'weeke, as 
togoc to fuch companic, and:there be merrie ; 
rogoc ſucha pleaſant journey, enjoy ſatisfaQi- 
on in ſuch a laft, hearc ſuch newes, 8c. And thus 
fas godly men iue by faith in. Gods promiſes, 
{ Hab.2.4. Iſay g8. 26, By theſe men live aud this 


5s the ſpirit of my life, faith HeJechiah, even what 


God bath ppekenwerſe, 15. So docarnall men live 
much upon the:promiſes of their owne hearts 
and thoughts atorchand { for to this head of 
vaine thoughts,theſe vaine promiſings are to-hee 
reduced, Pfalm, 4.9. 11. Their iuward thought ©, 


their 


their hoaſes ſhall continue for evvtr ,& tiis <..oF 

pleaſerh them: what pleaſareatnidſk.is there , 
which a mar! make$tttuch acconfit of, ' but hee 
aQs it firſt over inprivare itt his owne thoughts : 
attd thus doe mer; fooliſhly take  rhieir, owne 
words atid promifes, and fo befoole therſehves in 
the end, as leremy ſpeakes, Ter.17. They take uy” 
before-hand iti their thoughts upon trufk, the 
pleafuresthey are toenjoy,cven as fpend:thiifts 
doe theit rents, 6r Heires their tevetiewes be- 
_— come of age to enjoy rheft lands, that 
when they come indeed to Enjoy the pleaſures 
they expeced,citherthey prove but dreamers, as * 
Ifay 29. 6. hey fide their ſoules empry, otſo 
rhtich under” their expedatior, arid! fo ſtale, as 
they tave btrle ft thettt , that there ill proves 
miagirationrhati inthething, which 


more the' in 
ariſeth frottj the' vaſfrieſſe: and rms of 
mens defites;a$ thectuſt Hereof; for tharniakes 
ther ſwallow np aFat orice; So. 2746.2. Enlarg: 
ing his defltes a Hel, hte heapes uy" all Nations, 
ſwallowes them wpix his thoughts. So an ambitions 
Scholfer dottr alf prefermients thar are in' his 
Thirdly, this fecutative wickedntſſeis exetci- 
ſed in like'maner towards things paft, in recalling 
namely, and reviving in our oughts the'pleca- 
ſarcof (infull ations paſſed ; when'the minde 
runties over the paſſages and circumftances of 
the ſame finnes long fince commirred', with a' 
new and freſhdelight 3 when men raiſe vp _ 
F 2 ca 
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dead aQions lohg fince.buricd, inthe ſame like- 
reſle they were tranſacted in, and, parley with 
them, asthe Witch and Sal did with Satanin 
Samels likeneſſe. And whereas. they ſhould 
{draw crofle lines overthem, and blot them out 
! through. faith in Chriſts blood ,,_ they, rather 
copy and write. them . over. againe. 4n | their 
thoughts, with the ſame contentment,,.So an un- 
' cleane perſon can ſtudy and . view. over every 
circumſtance paſſed: inſuchan aR,. with ſuch a 
perſoncommitred; ſoa yaine-gloriqus Scholer 
doth repeate, in. his thoughts an.,cminent per- 
formance of his, and all ſuch paſlagesthercin 
as a Fra elegant. ; A045 us, EA CNT 
the cudd, upon any ſpeech, of; commendation. 
uttered b —_ bp; i 4 ind all: thiseven* 
as a good heart doth repeat good things heard 
or read Fry Fa PEA}; Ts what 
uickneſle they had. in; {uch..and ſuch. paſlages , 
& with what affeQions they were, warmed , 
b when they heard them; oras a godly man recals 
with comfort the ations of a well-paſt life, as 
Hezechiah did , Lord I have walked before thee 
with a perfeet heart, and thereby do allo ſtir and 
_ provoke their hearts to thelike temper againe : 
Soonthe contrary do wicked men uſe to-recall, 
and revive the pleaſingeſt finfull paſſages in 
their lives, to ſacke a new ſweetneſle out of 
them. Than which nothing argues more hard- 
zeſſe and wickeaneſſe of heart,. or provokes God 
more. For | : 


Firſt, 
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: Fivſt, it argues much wickedpneſſe of heart, and! 
ſuch as whenir is ordinary with the heartto de: 
thus, is not compatible-with grace: for in thei 
6..0f the- Romans, wer.2x; the-Apoſtle ſhewes? 
that'a.good hcart uſeth-to, reape-no:ſuch fruit 
of. finfull actions paſt], But: what fruit had you 
of thoſe things whereof yee-are newaſhamed ? The 
Saints xeape and diftill nothing out; of all thoſs 
flowers, butſhame and: ſorrow, and ſad fighs :: 
when Zphraim remembred his {in, he was aſbe-: 
med, and repemed;andicanſt thouinthy thoughts, 
r00g 2 new harveſt and crop of pleaſure out of 
them, againe andagaine 2 NS 0 
. Secondly,it wma anon neſſe of heart 3 

nothing Henk more oppoſite to:.the-truth and. 

praiſe of repentance, the foundation of which 
15 tocall to mind the fin with:ſhame and ſorrow;: 
and to recall it with-much'more-gricfe, than 
cver there: was-plcaſure inthe committingiof 
it : and whoſe- property, is to hate the-appearance. 
of it, and to enflame the heart with Jee/c-and: 
revenge againſt it. And thereby. it provokerh 


i 


God-excecdingly,, our hearts are thereby em-: 


bruedinanew- guilt, wee thereby-fland eo , arid: 
make good our formeract: evenſogby remem- 
bring it with pleaſure, wee provoke God to re- 
member it with a new deteſtation of it, and fo 
toſend downe wr 6 z who, ifwe recallit 
with griefe , would. remember it nomore 2 1 wee 
ſhew wee take dclight.to rake in thoſe wounds: 
wee haye: given CH - I ST. alreadie 5. 
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to-view the frnnts of others viath pleaſure, Rows, 1, | 


alt. ismademorc than ts commit then: Bat much 
moretoview and revive our owne with a freſh 


/ delight : and thereforeknowthat how- ever pos 
Ves 


may take delight here to repeat to your ſelves 
your old fins,” yet thatin Hellnothing will palt 
youmore, than'the remembrance of them 3 e- 
very circumſtance in every finne will then beas 
adagger at thy heart. This was the rich mans 
taske and ſtudy in Hell, ro remember the good 
thrags he had yecevved, and his finscompmireed is 
the abufe ofthermm. And if godly men here bee 


' made to poſſeſſe the ſins of their youth with horyor, 


as Tob,and to bavethem ever afore them,as David, 
how wilt wicked men be continually. affrighted 


0191679 rp e m_ reps Fam i 4 
react part onto us, By ts .0:20.3 

'Fourthly',- the foarch ching where his pe-- 
enlatowewaniry appeares, is imacting ficdgesupor. 
mecreimaginacy' fuppottionsmen faigne, and: 
comrive to themſelves, and make a ſappoſiriow 


_ te themfelves in- their owne, rhouphes; firftof 
; what they woul 
; Mencreare fooles paradifes terhemſelyes, and: 
: thenwalke upand downe imvhenr ; as; if they 


wauld:be; and then whaz hey world dor. 


had money enough, whatpleaſures rhey would 
have ; if they were ia fuch places of preferment, 
how they would carry themſelves. Toallade'ts' 
that'Loſalom ſaid, 2 Sam. 15.4. Obif I were s 
Iudge inthe Land, 1 woutd doths or that, pe, do- 

ing 
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ing chiswirh a great deale of pleaſure, almoſt ag 
muchas thoſe that really enjoythem: .Thi 
wellbethe meaning of thar Pſalvic 50.178.wheo 
of the hypocrite (whoourwardly abftainesfroin 1 
groſſe lines) 'ris ſaid, that be conſeriterbwith the * 
thiefe and partakethwiththe adaberer,camely, in 
his b:art2'and faxcy, ſuppofing) tikaſclder wah 
chrm;and {6 deſires co:be doing what they doe. 
Lic. take one who? is naturally ambitious {wh , 
borh nature 
but a Be 
hath fixtin a lower ſphicre 5as\uncapable ofri- 
fing higher,or being greater , as the earthlr is of 
becomming aStarre Heaven, yet) bee wilt take 
him bis owne heart, faining-and oppo 
fngh himfelfc to bee, and chen ac the: 
great man there, ereQathrone;, 'and: 
ay andthinkes with himſelfe what heewould 
doc,ifa King or a great Man,&c. So takea man , 


And education: haveall made, : 
\ wever torule over theres; and | 


thatis uncleane.bur now growne old, anda avic | 


rree, and focannot at his luſt as formerly,yet his 
thoughts ſhall ſupply what is wanting in his 
ftrengrh or oppotunity. Andihee makes 1s own 
heart both : Bawd , Brothel-houſe, Whore, 
"Whotcmonger,6 all: ſo;a-man thar is naturally 
vol tuous,loves plcaſures,but wants meancs to 
Ken ys them,” yer his inclinations will pleaſe 
Des dives with the thoughts of what nyxture 
.andcomipoſitionof delights hewouldkiave; hee 
-will ſet downe-with humſcife his bill of faxe, 
how he would. __ if he might withjhis-cup.o 


pleaſure 
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pleaſure mingled; what ingredients put-intoir. 


Sora man that isreyengefull ; and yet wahits/a 
/ Kingy yet he pleaſeth/himſclfe: with revengefull 
/ thoughts and wiſhes, and wilbee making in» 
vedives and rayling dialognes againſt him;: hee 
hates, when he is.not by. Aman.in love, in his 
fancy hewill coort his Paramour though-abſent, 
hoe will by 'hisimaginstion make bet prefent;, 
_ and ſoframe ſolemne ſet ſpeechesto her. - 
Inaword, [let mens'inclinations and diſpoſt- 
. tions bee of what kinde:fo ever ; ahd-let the inv- 
/ poflibilities and: improbabilities 'bee: never ſo 
: great of. being-whar they deſire ; yet in their 
cies and thoughts they will diſcover-them- 
ſelves what they would be.” Totumque quod eſſe 
deſider ant. fubi apud ſemetipſos 290/872 
gant, menwill Codradring Maps of their defires, 
calculate their owne inclinations; :cut out acon- 
dition of life which fills their hearts ,' and they 
pleaſe themſelves withall ; andthere is ng ſurer 
wr; A to'know a' mans 'naturall -inclination-;;,than 
bY 13." "L ; | pO fag 
Firſt, which yet firſt isas great a folly as any 
other”, imitating childrenherein ; for! is it not 
\Cluldith ro make clay pies, and pu 2- what 
elſcare ſuch tancies as theſe 2 and to be as chil- 
dren aQing the parts. of Ladics and Miſtreſſes, 
_-and yer ſuch 5hi{diſbneſſe isin mens hearts, 
' 2. And ſecondly , a vanity alſo; becauſe a 
Tan ſets his heart on what # not:the things them- 
{clvesarc not,ifa man had them, Prov.23.5. but 
to 
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to pleaſe themſelves with ſuppoſitions ismuch 
worſe. x 10 2901304 
Thirdly, this argues the-greateſt. incontentas. 
tion of minde that-may bee, when men willin 
their own thoughts put themſelves ihto another 
condition than Godever ordained for them. 


AEASSASSHASSHGESSASHSAS 


Having diſcovered the vanity of your 
thoughts and your eſtates thereby, be hum- 
bled forthem; "This I ground upon, Proverbs 30. 
212. where <Zgur teacheth us to humble our 
{ſclyesaswell for thoughts asaRions:1f thou haſt 
done fookſbly au 1ifting np-thy ſelfe,, or if thou haſt 
thought evill, lay thipe hand uponthy month. Now = 
as ſmiting «pon#hethigh is put forrepentance and \ 
zame and-forrowin Ephraim, JTerem. 34.19.10 
ing the hand uponthe mouth put for greater 
and deeper humiliation, a$arguing full convidii- 
onof ones guilt, Romans 3.19: Every: month muſt 
be ſtopped z, Having nothing to ſay, nor to plead 
and excuſe that thoughts are-free, :and its im- + 
| eto bee rid -ofthem, &c:, butas ZJechiel 
16. 65: To remember, and to bee confounded; and 
- never toopen thy manthpore | to be wile, and not to 
anſwer againe : 4s lob #9525538 this-is to lay thy 
-hand on thy wouth,that-is, to humble thy ſ{elfe. 
_ --- And indeedthere is much icauſe 4 for your 
G thoughts 


E 
« 
- 


The avanitie of thoughts, 


| thoughts they are the firſt begotten, and eldcft 

. / ſonnes of originall finne, and therefore rhe 

*. ſtrength of it , as Tacob called Renber the fult. 
: borne; yea alſo, and the Parentsand begetters 
of allother fins; their brethrew; The firſt plotters 
and contrivers, and cAchitophels,mall thetrea- 
ſons and rebellions of our hearts and lives; the 
bellowes and incendiaries of all inordinate affe- 
Rions ; the Panders to all our luſts, that zake 
thought to provide for the ſatisfying of them, z 
the diſturbers inall good dntics, that interrnpe 
and fpoite and fiy-blow all our prayers,ghar they 
ſtinkein thenoſtris ot God. - + . 

And if their -hainoufſneſſe wlll : nothing move 
jyou, confider their number, for they arc conti- 
; Duallythus ': which makes our finnes to bee in 

number \morc thanthe;fands ;\the thoughts of 
Solvwonsbheart were asthe Sand, . and ſogurs ; 
nota-minure, [but as many thoughts paſſe from 
us, -aS.n:aminutedands goetin an{Home-gla 
tha e, that rakendeverally,1 
 Forairy and teaſt of 'qaurifinnes , > or 
" waultituzte: makes Front: moreuadtiogceretiaral 
our other. Nothingi{ſmallcr than. a graine of 
(rn but if there hea: 'heape:'obthem, [there is 
\nothing heavier, tob's 3; 2My" pricfecs htwzer 
uthantheSmd.. Suppofethey-borin themſelves, 
F butas Banthingo enS;\1n'Com pariſon of profic 
Fi 0 Ree :yetbecauſerho mint neverliosRiill; 


: norwakme,thereforeithey unake the 
ra part of that Reveal ratloahich we 


arc 
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| area laying up : and know that God will reckon 


every Farthing, andin thy puniſhment bate thee 
not one vaine thought. And that God lookes 


upon our thoughts thus, ſce-but the inditement + 
he bringsin againſtthe old world, which ſtands * _ 


ſtill upon record, Geneſ.6. when he pronounced 
that -heavie judgetnent of deſtroying the old 
world, doth he alledge their murthers, adulte. 
ries, and groſle defilements chiefly as the cauſe? 
Their thoughts rather; which becauſe fo many, 
and fo contrmmally evil, provoked him mare'than 
all cheir other ſins: Goe down therefore intothy 
heart, and conſider them welL to humble thee, 
to 'tmake thee vile, and-if in one' raome ſuch a 
treaſure of wickednefle be found laid up, what 
in allthoſe other Chembers of ihe belly, as Solg.- 
wor cals ther? confider them to humble thee; 
bur not for all this their multitude to-diſcourage 
thee. For: God hath more thoughts of mercy in 
him;tbanthou haſt hadof rebellion, Pſal.4o.5. 
Thy thoughts to w:ward , (ſpeaking of thoughts 
of mercy) are more- _ can be ern ward hou 
begfnneſt but as yeſterday to thinke- thoughts 
of rebelliog-againf him F bur his thoughts of 
mercy have been fromeverlaſiing, and reach to 
_ everlaſting + and therefore in Eſay 55.9.7, ha- 
ving made-mention of osr thoughts, Let the un- 
righteous man forſake his thoughts , and hee will 
have mercy on him; becauſe this objeQionof the 
. multitude tnight come in to dilcourage 
fromhopes of mercy ,; therefore purpoſely hec 
| G2 addes, 


men. 


oe SSR .., _ 


o 
oO... 
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The vonitie of thoughts. 


addes, he will multiply to pardon ;, and to afſure us 
that he hath thovghts of mercy to out-vyie outs 
offin, he addes, for my thoughts exceed yours,as 
Heaven doth the earth, © 101 


> 
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| Br us make for ever conſcienceof them, ſo 
Tob did, Tob 31. 1. 'I made a covenant with 
mine eyes, why ſhould Þthinke upon a Maide? 
Solomon gives in eſpeciall charge ; above all kee- 

ping, keepe thy heart, Prov. 4.23. | 
Firſt, thou art to keepe the Lords day holy , 
thy ſelfe unſpotted of the World. To keepe thy bro- 
ther, to keepe all the commandements, but above all 
t0 keep thy heart, and in it thy thoughts;tor this is 
the Great Commandement, becaule-ntextends it 
7 Telfe (as the foundation )untothemall: for as in 
_ the ſame Commandement where murther is 
forbidden, a malicious thought isalſo,andfo of . 
the reſt; So in keeping thg thoughts, thou virtu= 
ally keepeſt all the Commandements:as original 
finne is ſaid to be forbidden in all the Comman- 
—_— ſo-are thy-thoughts taken order for 

in-all. | 

| Secondly,out of it are iſſues of life; thoughts 
” and afteQions are the ſpring , ſpeeches and acti- 
ons the ſtreame : as are our thoughts, ſo are 
| our 


The coanitieaf.thaughts. 


45. 


our affections; for theſe are'the bellowes; ſoalfo 


our prayers; ſoall; for theyare in theſoule:as 
the ſpirits inthe body, they runne-through all, 
mbycallaq all; toc bo donde 2rd on 
- Thirdly ; if youleoke:to/Gad; our thoughts 
are that ſport of ground, which »bee-proclaimes 


himſelfe ſole Lord: of, and makes it one of his 
grcateſt titles, that he knewes them, and judgerh \. 
them. Kings attempt to rule your tongues:5:to © 


binde your hands, and-rule your'aQiens-;;:but 
\God onely yourthoughts. By them we'ichiefly 


ſanific him in our hearts, by them wee: walke ' 


with God ,: and ſhall we.not make;conſciencebf 
them 2 C73 \ LOWE; 


| Fourthly IP you looke to the worke-and 


power of grace, whercinlies it, but'in'bringing t- 
very theught into obedience ?. 2 Corin.10-4;. This 
* is the glory- of our-religion abdveallotherin 
the. World : wherein lies the :difficultie ef it;, 
the ſtrineſſe of-it 2 what makes it ſo hard: a 
taske- * but:the obſerving and keeping. the 
thoughts -in bounds :; wherein, lies- the dif- 
ference betweene ſincere hearted - Chriſtians 
and others? but the keeping of our thoughts, 
without which all Religion is but ' bedzlze 
_ ..exerciſe. Papiſts may. mumble over +their 
-prayers ,. hypocrites ralke ,- but this is Godl- 
weſſe, : 
ly, if we looke to things wee have a care 
of; if wee haye'a care of ſpeeches, -becauſe 
Chriſt hath ſaid, wee ſhall anſwer for every idle.” 
G3 word ; 


—_—_— —— 


Theruanity of thenghrs. | 
word; why notalſo'forche ſame reafon; ſhould 
{avec have a care of thoughts? which arc the words 
{ if the mind;only they want a ſhape,to be audible 
ro others, which the tongue gives them: for 
which youruftaaſweragwelas for words Heb. 
41754. r C#r 14-5 /\fyon be carcfull what compa- 
/ ions you have, arid whom you lodge inyonr 
houſes ard who lye in your bofomes,then much 
more” '6f your thoughts ;-which 4odge in'your 
'hearts, whieh are not yours, but'Gods houſes ; 
buile for himſelf, and for: Chriſtand hx Word #0 
dwell iy: ſeeing alſo the things youthink of have 
the moſt neare intimate fellowſhip.and-converſe 
with you. And therefore when youthinke of the 
Word, iris faid co ralke with you, Prov.6. If you 
-brcarefullof what you cate, becauſe ſuch blood 
you hive, &c. hen be carefull what youthinke, 
;thooghts bein 'P abvulii anime,as Tully calsthem. 
'Thywords.did |-1 eate} fays Teremiah, ſpeaking of 
meditatingotit, | | 721 
_ [Sixthly,if you looktotheiſſueof things:what 
ſhallbecthe ſubjed'of that. great inqueſt ar the 
Day of Judgetttetit £ the thoughts and counſels, 
1 C#.4:5 .Andafterthe Day of Judgmenc, meas 
thoughts ſhalt prove their greateſt execurioners : 
'whar are theeofds God laſhes you withrtoall e- 
-rernity, your &wnchoughts 3 houghts arcaſing, 
wherby you ſtudy over every fin; and every one 
Wil be as a dagger,7ſay 33.18.the Hyporrites tor- 
- tRAt Is to malate terraragto ſtudy Gods wrath, 
and: hi Saints bleſedheſs.,and their own fins and. 
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Remedies agdinſt wuiine Fhangncs 


| Tic fiſt is to, get: the hcaxt furniſhed and.cn- 
riched,with .a ood ſtocke of ſanctified and 
heavenly knowledge jn ſpiritual and BOY 
truths :1.For a good may ({auth Chr) hathago 
treaſure in his Hearty Mati1 aug 5: 2 
all graces, a0 Toy edt chSreas 


mint,or ER 
LEadSAt 2 OF KOEA IR o 
ledge, and want.ſpicituall 
uti fi aloveh in ri 
may Þring, forth /gao Gogsin 
-whegalone, their ofSerignrs, De 6,97 


For this, take a place of Scripture, Dewt.6,6 
which :ſhewes, that laying.up:the Word. ip the 
heart, and.being much converfantinir, andget- 
tingkgowledge outof it, .154n. FE ara 


t0kcepiout.thoughtswell exerciſed yuh 
alvge : for the end why theſe ware ONT 


9 = 


ara | 


T he rounitie'of thoughts," 


 manded to be laid np:inthe heart,uerſ.5,6.is,as to - 
- teach them to others,fo,to take up our thoughts 
' when weare moſt retired and alone,and when a 


man can. doe, nothing , but barely exerciſe his 
mitd,in thinking; for when'a man is a riding;'or 
walking,or lying downe, and riſing up,(which are 
often and. uſrally our - moſt retired titnes; for 
thoights, and are wholly ſpeht inthem;for ma» 
ny is atone, and lyealSne,&c.”) yer then, ſaith 
he, thou ſhaltralke of the Word: which command 
he rhat is alone cannot do, therefore the talking 
there meant is-not- onely My apopaprty,  outwAlrd - 
confereice with others, (though intetitled)-aF&to 
talketo thy bedfellow ofit,and tS'thy compani- 
on : but ſappoſe thouhaſt none, then to ratke o 
"14 thy Telfe for thoi tsarc abyo irdilerd, talk - 
ing of the winde; and ſo, compating Prov.6.22, 
with this place(which wil firly interpret it)it'ap. 
peares ; 7/5 Solomon exhorting to the ſame duty 
of Binding the Word tothe heart , uſcth thismo. 
tive, which is the fruitthereof, That when thoy a- 
wakeſt.it ſhall talke with thee,that is,by thy think- 
ing of it, it will talke with thee wheh thou and ir 
art alone: So as thou ſhaltnor need a better com. 
pamon , it will beputting in and ſuggeſting ſome 
thing. Sho tt ot 
cantly; endeavour to preſerve and keep up 
lively, holy.,and ſpirituall affetions in thy heart, 
and ſuffer them not to coole ; Fall nor from t 
firſt love,nor feare,ngr joy th God;or if thou haft 
growne remiſs,endeavour to recover thoſe affe. 
% tions 
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tO it [6 pred thinke ofiit ſo. oa: So Ma- 
lachy 3.1.6 _ ——_— the Lord and thought 

arcjoyned : For whatwe foukomre 
ny ai fpak of ofrehiitherefore 

Theyſpakraf one te anorherfeare made 
inkerouch of ic wame, and thinking oft 
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ket xe affeQion, ſuch thoughts, © 
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 " a WIY; roke, his preſence fant tom, {tereye 


5 nevet off him? Take awantou garifi>Ioofe {pij- 
rit,let-him be butinthe preſetce ofa Superiour 


' whom he feares and reverenceth,and it conſoli- 


dares him-þ.niado therefareconfenceof his 
thooghts,thathedurſt not lobkawry;70b.;r\ ie 
CONE. God.ſc ſees it ; ſaith he.'- This drew-in Bn 
faftncd Davidsthoughts, Logs Tannye 9-fromithe tt 
tothe.ryelfh, he pmanifi oy” 
prebenſinn behadof Gods Cee Me | 
and Qmoipreſtnce 3+ and'whar'\cffe&t:hadeh 
When 1-awale Lam enen befares hee,we 


FER 
4 : 


cope Bape Xe go 
EIS 


wth | 

and rela ationsto us: 2and\ic will and dot mee 
ſerious, = i -O115051578 Vs 10 
:Fourthly; eſpecially dorliisivhen thou aakeſt; 
as David did here, when [awake t am Ntflyit 1 
thee:to preveht windwhich atiſcthifrom-entpti.- 
nefs;nictuule toitakeng ir the mor-" 
ning," yhich the. fhomack* focds;'ild to-prevert- 
thoſe vaine; windy? ys thoughtsthe hear 
naturally: ngendfgs;a ariſe froriemp» 
tincſs ; 


"God. 3: Eve. downie into his Winie-celiey:obicrve it 
when you will, when you firſt open your eyes, 


4here Rand: taany'fuiters attending enyon; to | 


Fpeake:with' your thowghes', *even'as chants at 
Eayyets dores,mapy vanities and buſineſſes; but 
Jpedkrhon with God firſt, hewillſay ſomething 
tothy-dcart,wiltſertlcic foralldiy:andchis U6e 
beforethe croud of bufintffes come inuponthee. 
Of' ſore Heathens-it:is ſaid that.they worſhip 
that as their God, farall day, whichthey firſt ſee 
200m toing-;\ ſoitis with the idols of mens 
earts;! : vrf rc) wh «bo TT 7 hi 'Þc Ji Fees þ4033 G3 5p 
- Filthlyhave awatchfulleye,andobſcrye thy 
heart Hiday, though they croudin; yerobſexye 


'cro 
thenyIcttbe know that # ag AR Sar 


2aman would pra arighd, pbt hee! muſt waichalſs; 
whA edincs.1n, dr: 7 0:gocs ont, where trick 
watchand wardis kept , and Magiſtratcs obſer. 
_——R. LGopiiab an wr 
SBYUNENAagrant Erez3 
than fuch; Forbes vagrant thoughts _ 
thejrrendeyouz,and paſſe,is. becauſe there isnoc 
ftnawatch kept. [ 5132203 Wiley 77 
--:Phis-is/i0 a miatinerallchoy canſtdo, forthey 
will paſſe /hojever,;' but yetcomplaine thogof 
them,whip theth, and give them their paſſe, 

+. Sixthly, pleaſe not tliy fancy too much with 
vanities and curious fights, this cngenders vaine 
thoughts, therefore a. chap. 31. verſ.1. 
e-fD | 2 That 
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That bemade 4oMiewantwith Bi eesileft hefhould 


thinkt of s Maid, Proved.uys Letthindeycolooke 


tight owe 7 ti 0 Vit 00 09H or lo OY 1190207 
.. Seventhly; bedidigendinthy call 
#hine hand finds 10 dodoit withuullthy wicht. 28 i6 


ig a> d wh 
is, Ecclefiaſtes '9:10J/thatis;purting to all theid- 


tention and ſtrength'of the'miadethatmay bejn 
16.Letall the Recdmenmtoniniabomrthy Mill, 


_ the keeping thy thought#10 tharchamidll;keeps 


them from overflowinginto:vantty-andifolly;, 
2 Theſ.. 3.1. Thiſe that laboww nd# are buſte bodies, 
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